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Find breathtaking
panoramic water
views at this
Westhampton
Beach home.
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Every August, I have the same feeling: How is summer over already?
We plan our issues of Hamptons magazine in the cold months of winter,
longing to see the pages come alive
during the warm months and to live
the activities, try the restaurants, and
visit the cultural institutions that we
highlight for you. And then, poof,
like that, it seems it’s over. This summer sped by unbelievably quickly,
and that’s due in part to an evolving
market. The Hamptons truly has
become more of an international setting, with skyrocketing home rentals
and sales, more full-time homeowners traveling (it did seem like
everyone was in Greece or Italy this
summer!), and more new restaurants
and stores opening custom outlets
and pop-up shops than ever before
(how could you even get to all of
them?!). All of these signs point to the
fact that this is a thriving community.
Year after year, I believe the
Hamptons is truly the most special
place in the world. I’ve proudly told
its stories for close to a decade and
have the great honor of working
side by side with publisher Debra
Halpert, going into what will be the
magazine’s celebratory 40th anniversary next year. The depth and
character of the people who live
here—the restaurant and shop owners
who commit to establishments in our

community and to our families and
friends and the new people we meet
on the East End—make it a magical
place to enjoy old friends and family
and celebrate with new ones.
This issue has some not-to-bemissed pieces that reveal just how
much the Hamptons is evolving and
explore some towns you may be less
familiar with. Michael Meldman’s
Discovery Land Company has
opened Dune Deck in Westhampton
Beach; Lisa Rose’s Rosemoor
Equestrian in Jamesport, which once
served as a polo farm, is en route to
becoming the North Fork’s premier
hunter and jumper farm; and the
Boathouse Shelter Island is a new
chic and rustic 4,000-square-foot private event space overlooking West
Neck Harbor, where local music icon
Billy Joel recorded his album River of
Dreams. All of this is to say that from
Westhampton to Montauk, some
truly amazing things are happening.
From our Hamptons magazine
family to yours, enjoy the rest of the
summer, and we look forward to
seeing you on Memorial Day weekend of 2018 for the start of our
40th-anniversary summer!

SAMANTHA YANKS

Follow me on Instagram and Twitter at @SamanthaYanks and @HamptonsMag.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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SELF
BEACH BODY & SOUL

MELDMAN
BRINGS HIS
MAGIC
GIVING WESTHAMPTON A WOW
FACTOR, THE NEW DUNE DEC
IS THE MOST LUXE BEACH
CLUB IN THE HAMPTONS.
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BY SAMANTHA YANKS

Less than 10 minutes from the private Francis S. Gabreski Airport,
in Westhampton Beach, the überluxury Discovery Land Company
has opened the buzziest and
most exclusive property in the
Hamptons. Meet Dune Deck, a
beach club unrivaled by its local
counterparts, overlooking the
Atlantic Ocean with cheery pink
and green cabanas, 33 suites,
and Michelin-starred chef Francis
Reynaud. “The greatest thing
about Dune Deck is, you can be
working or living in New York
City and in under two hours arrive
to the beautiful beaches in the
Hamptons—you can really have
the best of both worlds,” says
Michael Meldman, CEO of the
Discovery Land Company.
To understand what is developing at Dune Deck, you first need a
bit of background on the company and on Meldman himself.
His properties have a science to
them: buy your land, build your
dream home, and join one of the
Tom Fazio-designed golf courses.
Membership is coveted and has a
strict process, but once you’re
approved, there is nothing in the
world like it. From the Yellowstone
Club in Big Sky, Montana, to
Baker’s Bay in the Bahamas, to El
Dorado in Los Cabos, Mexico,
these luxury communities are
built on three pillars: golf, outdoor
pursuits appropriate to the

Dune Deck in
Westhampton
Beach elevates
the Hamptons
beach club to an
elite new level.
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SELF STAY
Silo Ridge, in upstate
New York, one of
Discovery Land
Company’s newest
rustic properties.

Beach chic at
its most luxe at
Dune Deck in
Westhampton
Beach.

region—whether paddleboarding, lobstering, and swimming with black sharks at Baker’s
Bay, or archery and fly fishing at
Silo Ridge in the Hudson Valley—
and family, which is at the heart of
the model and something key to
Meldman. “The programming
for Discovery Clubs is developed
with the entire family in mind,”
he says. “We want to make sure
the time members have together
is spent enjoying special and
unique experiences that create
memories to last a lifetime.”
The whole concept originated
when he wanted an adventurous,
all-encompassing luxury experience with his young family and
found that it simply did not
exist. Meldman is a partner with
George Clooney and Rande
Gerber in Casamigos, and the
three just sold the tequila brand
for a much-talked-about $1 billion, so he also understands that
a bit of celebrity power doesn’t
hurt. Casamigos experiences
are found around Dune Deck,
from curated collections of tequilas in the suites to an Airstream
when you arrive. Boldfaced
names who have visited include
Reese Witherspoon and
Michael Jordan.
The exclusivity of Meldman’s
properties is unparalleled, as visitors are allowed only when the
homeowner is present. Dune
Deck will work a bit differently,
given the seasonality of the
beachfront location. It has two
price points: a Beach Club
membership at $365,000 and a
Lodging membership (which
allows access to the lodging program, two weeks in July, two
weeks in August) for $1 million.
Open seven days a week through
Labor Day, Dune Deck will convert to a Thursday-to-Sunday
schedule through September 30
and reopen next summer. 379
DuneRoad,WesthamptonBeach,631998-0050; dunedeckclub.com

.

202 HAMPTONS-MAGAZINE.COM

Michael Meldman,
founder and owner
of Discovery Land
Company.

Discovery Land
Company’s
El Chileno Bay
property.

